26.   LETTER TO GOKULDAS PAREK&

August 77, 1918

As your letter written in the month of June was addressed
to me c/o the War Conference2,1 got it only two days ago. You
will therefore understand why you did not receive even so much
as an acknowledgement from me. Though I got the letter so late,
its value is no less to me on that account. I am, naturally, always
eager to see you pleased, I see that you are, and think myself
fortunate. I have realized from experience that the people of
Kheda are strong enough for a good many tasks. I have learnt,
and have been learning, much by my public contacts with these
men and women. I trust you are well.

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS
[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

27.   LETTER TO MANASUKHLAL RAOJIBHAI MEHTA

August 17, 1918

BHAISHRI MANASUKHLAL,

I got your letter today. I am down with serious illness these
days* I am confined to bed. Perhaps this will be my deliverance.
Treatments continue, my own. The mind is perfectly at peace.
The knowledge that I have invited this illness by my own stupidity
makes the pain I am going through seem less severe than it is.

I think the present condition of the educated young men is

pitiable.   If there is anything by which I can rouse this class of

people to useful work, I can now do it, but it seems to me

.that the time is not ripe.   That class is now lost in a delusion of

1 Member of the Bombay Legislative Council from the Kaira District
2 The War Conference held at Bombay on June 10, 1918, under the
chairmanship of the Governor, Lord Willingdon